Tripoli Tomorrow

Models of proposed projects in the city of Tripoli.

Tripoli Tomorrow, the Vision
A Sustainable Development Vision for Tripoli
Tripoli, with a population of 1.5 million for the
metropolitan area is part of the network of capitals
of a relatively small size but which have a real
influence over a wide geographical area (the
bordering African countries, the Mediterranean
Basin and the Middle East).
At the beginning of the XXIst Century, and given
the national and international context and its own
assets, Tripoli can claim high ambitions, which
form the backbone of the future vision for the city.
We have grouped these ambitions in 5 proposals.

Confirm the status of Tripoli as the
capital of Libya and as an Arab, African
and Mediterranean metropolis at the
highest level
This is an economic, cultural, but also and above
all an identity-related objective. How to assert the
identity of Tripoli in highlighting its rich past while
making it progress in modernity?
This objective will be achieved at the symbolic and
cultural level. The built heritage, the architecture,
urban landscape, localization of the central
functions, the supply of cultural facilities which
can host major events, all play a key role in this
regard.
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The orientations to be followed in order to reach
this goal will therefore be related to:
t the relocation of large administrations in the
heart of the city to emphasize its status as a
capital;
t the restoration of the link between the city and
the sea, to highlight its identity as a seaside
city, a city of the Mediterranean;
t the preservation and rehabilitation of heritage
buildings, which has been built by the
past generations of inhabitants, in order to
emphasize the rich history of the city and its
identity;
t the identification of the centre of Tripoli from
its suburbs: the Green Belt Project should
highlight this identification;
t the promotion of the architectural and urban
quality, in order to emphasize the involvement
of the city in modernity and provide a pleasant
living environment for its inhabitants;
t the promotion of cultural activities—and thus
the creation of new cultural facilities—in the
city to emphasize its influence.

Regain the place it deserves in the
international arena
The opening to the world is primarily reflected
by exchanging goods and information and by

Models of proposed projects in the city of Tripoli.

hospitality. To confirm this, the orientations to be
remembered in development are:
t ensuring a supply of offices and housing
that meets the expectations of the business
world, requiring large urban and real estate
improvement and development projects, but
also the conversion of a part of the historical
heritage to the tertiary functions;
t ensuring the development of a tourist supply
while aiming at business, cultural and
domestic tourism. This concerns the supply
of hotels and accommodations (furnished
apartments, youth hostels...) but also cultural
and leisure facilities, promenades, quality
of the commercial supply, and supply of
restaurants and cafes;
t promoting the reception of students by
offering accommodation possibilities near the
city centre;
t considering the cultural diversity of a
cosmopolitan city by ensuring the diversity of
the supply of new housing.

Transform Tripoli into a more functional
city
A city that works is a city where technical
problems of water, sanitation, energy,
transportation, and communications... were
resolved in the interests of residents and
businesses.
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In the case of Tripoli, this objective calls for the
following orientations, which mainly focus on the
transportation issue:
t giving high priority to the establishment of a
mass transport system;
t improving significantly the quality of the
streets and making changes for best traffic
conditions and safety (traffic lights, hierarchical
organization of roads, reconfiguration of the
junctions...);
t humanizing the public roads in order to offer a
better place for pedestrians, cyclists, children,
and disabled people...
t upgrading water and sanitation networks;
t developing the telecommunication networks,
particularly the Internet, still very faulty.

Consolidate Tripoli as a safe
and sustainable city
The safety of people and goods, and the
sustainable development of a city cannot be
achieved without paying special attention to
the environmental issues, whether water, air,
waste, green and natural spaces, or natural and
technological hazards. The orientations to be taken
into consideration for this matter are as follows:
t mastering the technological risks, particularly
through regulations—over flight easement,
regulation of industrial establishments,

The heart of the city: a space of major stakes.
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Proposed plan for Al Jazaer Square.

storage facilities of explosives and flammable
substances, etc.;
preventing natural hazards, particularly the
risks of marine storms, silting up, seismic
hazards;
increasing the supply of green areas in the
city, through the ongoing projects—green belt
and improvement of public gardens—but also
through new projects of green public areas
and a greening of the other public areas as
well as the private gardens;
reducing pollution and damages caused by
vehicles, by reserving streets for pedestrian
traffic, transforming the coastal expressway
in an urban avenue, and encouraging mass
transport and cycling;
promoting the environment in all urban
life sectors, starting with architecture and
construction where environmental quality
standards should be raised.

Consolidate Tripoli as a socially united
city, for all its inhabitants
A socially united and responsible city is where
all people feel proud of their city, where urban
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services are provided in all quarters, a city that
offers housing adapted to all incomes, a balanced
and mixed city in its functions.
The orientations that should be taken into
consideration are the following:
t Improving public areas: public gardens,
sidewalks, streets, squares, public facilities,
monuments... while paying a special attention
to districts whose heritage must be preserved
particularly by limiting the heights of buildings
around them and in their middle.
t Improving the existing housing stock,
especially by rehabilitating the homes of the
city’s oldest quarters, of the Ottoman and
Italian periods, but also the housing blocks
that have poorly aged.
t Ensuring the successful integration of the new
major development projects in the city and
avoiding the establishment of “closed districts”
within these projects.
t Developing the outlying centres, and
rehabilitating the old shopping centres in the
quarters.
t Creating a social life in the districts through
public spaces and facilities.

Control of functions and volumes along the seafront.

The City Gates and the Green Belt should be underligned.

Control of functions and volumes along the seafront.

Spaces and Issues Implying Major Stakes
The urban planning measures–regulatory and
operational–which will be taken on the basis
of the orientations described above will more
particularly focus on specific spaces more
important than others because they hold major
stakes for the whole city.
Most of the already launched major projects are
located in these areas. They should be integrated
with the rest of the city, and made consistent with
the global strategy adopted for Tripoli.

Spaces of major stakes
The heart of the city and the port basin. The
first particularly important area is obviously the
heart of the city, inside An Nasr Street, which
includes the Old City, the districts of Ottoman
and Italian periods, the first basin of the Port,
the towers district, the essential of the business
activity and hotel and leisure supply.
It is in this small-scale area that the identity of the
city is reflected, through the window it offers to its
past and future. It is also this area that symbolizes
at best the economic, social and cultural influence
of Tripoli.
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The city gates and axes converging toward
the centre. Another important group of areas
is the one composed of the city gates, along the
green belt, and of the radial axes converging from
each of these gates towards the city centre.
This radiating plan is important for the readability
of the urban area. It is possible to highlight it
through a specific development of the axes
(width, profile...) and gates.
The improvements of these axes can also provide
an improvement of the service and the urban
quality of the outlying quarters of the city.
Al Jumhuriyya Avenue. This is a fundamental
axis for Tripoli, which offers significant
opportunities for a quality development.
The improvement of the urban scope on both
sides of the avenue provides the opportunity for a
densification of buildings and an interesting urban
composition, sequence after sequence. It could
also be an opportunity to create a mass transport
system along this avenue.
The seafront, to the East and West. The
waterfront is important for several reasons. First,
it is a strip of land on which strong real estate
pressure is exerted because the construction

Maintaining public spaces.

projects taking place there are benefiting from an
exceptional view and an easy access.
But it is also a breathing space for the city, where
it is important to preserve walking paths by the
sea and develop recreational facilities for the
inhabitants.
The seafront is also an identity-related area.
The history of Tripoli is intimately involved in it.
Therefore, it is important to avoid cutting off the
city from the sea.
Finally, it is a functional area where there are port
and market activities, a coastal way and storage
facilities.
The coexistence of these different demands
requires a proper urban planning, which controls
the urban functions and forms that can take place
there.

... and important themes
Besides the areas implying major stakes, the
future urban planning should pay special attention
to a certain number of themes, equally important
for the overall development of the city:
Height of buildings. The control of buildings
heights is nowadays a crucial issue in Tripoli. The
race for height has created a genuine chaos in the
general volume of quarters located on both sides
of Omar El Mukhtar Street.
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Squares. The “Mayadins” of Tripoli are typical of
the city, they are part of its identity and constitute
a real heritage to preserve and enhance.
Arches. Tripoli is the Mediterranean city of
arches. With the mix of Arabian, Ottoman and
Italian traditions, the city has an impressive
number of arcades and arches of various forms.
Vegetation. Thanks to its climate, Tripoli can be
a green city offering a wide variety of plants and
plant species. The greening will be a major theme
of tomorrow’s urban planning.
Public transportation. Tripoli is expected
to make a transition from the “car-centered”
development era to the diversified transport and
sustainable development era. A high priority will
be given to mass transport in connection with the
densification of buildings.

The integration of major projects
into the city
As mentioned earlier, areas implying major stakes
host a series of great projects which may, by their
massive scale, disrupt the current configuration
of Tripoli, for the better or the worse depending
on whether they would be designed and
implemented in line with the rest of the city or not.

Concept Plan

Mediterranean sea

2

1
3
5

7

6

4

9

9
10

11

Major urban development sites and others to be preserved
0

500 m

1 km

Seashore sites
1 - Port 1, marina, leisure
2 - Port 2, commercial
3 - Historical coast,
belvedere, rocks
4 - Tripoli bay, beach, marina
City districts
5 - Old city, architectural heritage
6 - Classical city, downtown,
architectural heritage
7 - New down town
8 - Eastern districts,
urban quality, facilities
9 - Al Jumhuriya
street development
10 - Bab Al Medina
development
11 - Green belt project

Centers
Primary centers
Secondary centers
Communication
Main communication axis
Commercial axis : urban density
Green way
Sea front, promenades

Tripoli City Centre’s
Urban & Architectural Charter

45

8

Necessity for the integration of major projects within the city fabric.

The major urban development projects were
launched to speed up the modernization and
openness policy, and to meet the real estate
demand for both business activity and housing.
Given the number and scope of the already
launched major projects, it is essential to manage
them while ensuring their consistency with the
future vision, and their smooth integration into the
existing city.
The projects were, for the most part, launched by
the public authorities, but they were also fed by
private initiatives, particularly in the field of hotels.
The openness process prompted the launching
of numerous skyscrapers projects, West of the
Old City. The public authorities have managed to
delimit the area within which these skyscrapers
could be built (towers district with the exception
of the planned Al Hilal Tower to be built on the
harbor pier). However, the different planned
buildings seem to be established the one after
the other without a satisfactory master plan. The
roads themselves are not properly grafted on the
road network of the city.
East of the towers district: the public authorities
have achieved housing projects of significant
height, and private investors have built hotels of 10
to 13 levels in the middle of heritage districts, thus
breaching the regulations of urban planning.
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Always in the field of housing, the 2006-2013
Plan is being translated into projects of big new
quarters on the outskirts and even in the centre.
The biggest projects are located on the border of
the green belt, South West, along the airport road.
These operations of several thousand housing
units will have a strong impact on traffic; thus it is
important to adopt in parallel strong measures in
favor of public transportation.
Therefore, if it is natural—and important—to
attract investments to give a fresh boost to
the city, it is also important to ensure that
the reserved projects properly blend with the
surrounding urban fabric, preserve the identity
of the city and do not alter its heritage and the
inhabitants’ living and movement conditions,
thus making it necessary to design, for each
operational sector, a strategic outline before
granting construction permits and starting the
works.

